[Psychiatry throughout ages: rethinking anorexia nervosa as a viable behavior in a specific sociocultural context?].
Anorexia nervosa when described from a critical, historical perspective, may be successfully construed as a viable psychiatric illness. Just as fasting girls and victorian anorexics gained attention and respect in their families and communities, modern adolescent anorexics often derive reinforcement from peers and community acceptance of their self-starvation. This theoretical construction makes it possible to explain the changing nature of anorexia nervosa trough the ages and its' continued increase as well.